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SPIRITUAL DECLENSION.

Q^TRANGERS have de-

voured bis strength, and

he knoweth it not; yea,

"•ray hairs are here and

there upon him, yet he

knoweth not.—HoseCL
7: . Thus the pro-

phet Hosea rebuked

Ephriara of Ins back-

slidings and his aliena-

tions from God.

The gray hairs upon the head are

an evident token of a decline in life.

The swelling of the bud is the sign of

the coming summer. The yellow leaf

tells of the approach of winter. The

frost sprinkled here and there upon

the head tells of the departing sum-

mer and of the coming winter of old

age. The gray hairs here and there

iijion the ITe.v.t teli ot the wasting

away of physical strength; they are

the foot-prints of "Father Time" left

behind him in his flight over our

heads. In some way or other there

are tokens left for us of the growth

upon us of the years. The worm that

gnaw,-! at the heart of the plant,\may

itself be imperceptible, but the .with-

ering of the branches tells of the fail-

Hag of life. Decline iu life is always

'attended with some tangible evidences

of decay.

The ' 'gray hairs here and there ,

upon hi in" are tokens of Ephriam's

decline in spiritual life. Ephriam"

has fallen a silly victim to sin and

vice. "Strangers have devoured his

strength," "yet he knoweth not."

The warnings are manifest but they

are unheeded. There is an astonish-

ing proclivity on the part of many to

pass by, Ephriam-like, all the signs

and warnings which arc upon them of

their sins, and of their decline in

spiritual life.

Declensions in spirituality are not

without their clear, and well-defined

signs and warnings. We once saw,

in midsummer -a stately forest tree,

with here and there upon its branches

a blasted leaf. To all other appear-

ances this tree was in full life. The

blasted leaves seemed to raise a false

alarm. But a closer examination, re-

vealed the fact that at heart this tree

was both dead and rotten. In looking

out upon the church, and seeing here

and there a sprinkle of frost, upon

some heads more, upon some others

less, we are admonished by these

signs, of the .true condition of the

hearts of these people. In some the

spiritual life, once so full of promise,

has suffered a fearful collapse. Pos-

sibly unknown to themselves, yet the

signs indicate that the new life begun

within them is dying out, root and

branch. The apostate Judas evinces

well defined signs of vs decline in

grace, and in his love for the Master,

even a long time before, he becomes

the avowed betrayer.

Is there not some danger that some

of our Lord's followers of to-day, are
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tlwr devotions for the Master, are warr-

ing in their spiritual life. What shall

we say of the spirit of avorice, of

fault-finding, luke-warmness, morbid

andlstupid sense of sin ? Are not these

indications of a low ebb of heart-life ?

Ah, yes. Be admonished by all these

signs of a deplorable state of heart

and of the perils of soul. Frost tells

of the approach of winter. Gray hairs

are the signs of decline. These arc

warnings, but too often neglected

warnings.
,
Some wear a false hair to

"hide the-gray. Warnings unheeded

.and dispised finally land the soul in a

state of hardness of heart. Death and

a man, so runs the story, once made a

bargain, the man stipulating that

death should send him so many warn-

ings, before he came again. One day

years after to his amazement, i.he

King of Terrors stood before him.

The man said you have broken the

bargain and clung to life. No warn-

ings '? His eyes dim, ears dull, gums
toothless, spare and thin were the hoar-

locks upon his bent and palsied head,

the stej.) infirm. These death's heralds

had come, not too late, but all in vain.

Salvation neglected—the soul lost.

Let us be admonished of our state of

heart, by the warnings which are sent

unto us. Lest some day the King of

Terrors will meet us, and call us to

judgment. And we shall find, that

we are unprepared to meet our God.

AFFECTION.

,iE sometimes meet with

W*dj- men who seem to think

<^A^S that any indulgence in an

affectionate feeling is weakness.

They will return from a journey

and greet their families with a dis-

tant dignity, and move among their

children with the cold and lofty splen-

dor of an iceberge, surrounded by its

broken fragments. A father had

better extinguish his boy's eyes than

take away his heart.

Who would not rather lose the

greatest earthly possessions than lose

the sympathy and *ffe£tion of

Who would not rather bury his

wife than bury his love for her?

Who would not rather follow his

child to the grave than entomb his

parental affection ?

Cherish then your heart's best af-

fections. Indulge in the warm and

gushing emotions of filial, parental,

and fraternal love. God is love.

Love God, love"everybody and every-

thing that is lovely.

Teach your children to love—to

love the rose, the robin; to love their

parents; to love their God. Let it be

the studied object of their domestic

culture, to give them warm hearts,,

ardent affection. Bind your whole

family together by these strong cords.

You cannot make them too strong.

Religion is love; love to God, love to

man.

The young ladies of Grace Church
will give a "crazy tea" at the church

on the evening of the 14th of Febru-

ary, from 5:30 until 9. They desire

to make this one of the most en-

joyable occasions of the season. A
good supper will be furnished, be!

side other attractions. Come spend

an evening with us, we bid you
tin-ice welcome.
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fclTTLE Grace Church is en-

tering upon a new phase of

work and experience. A
monthly paper is to be issued

in the interest of the church and

Sabbath-school. The pastor has been

asked to assume the editorship-in-chief

of this paper. For his support in its

management, he has been assigned

two competent co-workers, Elder F.

D. Paul us, and Deacon H. P. Vorder-

mark. A guarantee has also been

given that in any cases of emergency,

the other members of the church con-

sistory, will come to the help of the

Board of Managers. We are also

quite confident that in our work we

may fully rely upon a free and cheer-

ful support of the entire church, and

of the, -V.viniV" 'i'ilends of the church.

vylT shall aim to make cms paper m-
structive and helpful to its patrons.

It shall be published in the interest of

sobriety and vital goodliness. We
shall hope that through these columns

our readers may be informed of the

work and growth of Grace Church, and

also of our other Reformed Churches

in the city and in the country.

We start out in this new field of

work for the church, conscious, in

part at least, of what may follow in

the way of new experiences. To wield

the sword in the pulpit is oftentimes

the source of many unpleasant sensa-

tions. Criticisms are cheap. They are

like milk and honey, without money
and without price. What it shall be

to wield the pen remains to be ex-

perienced, but we hope there may be

grace sufficient.

We wish to come before our friends

and readers in this issue very kindly,

and with a very affectionate and cord-

ial greeting. We wish you well, and

hope to do you good. (Jive us your

sympathy, and your good will. Give

us your support. Give us twenty-

five cents, and you shall meet us "face

to face" once a month, throughoutt his

goodly year of 1889. What more
could we promise you. What more

could we ask of you.

RECRUITING THE SUNDA Y SCHOOL.

MRS. A. K. ZARTMAN.

~~^yj( >K several it lis past Grace

Sunday School has been grow-

ing in interest and numbers.

Some of the chairs so long vacant are

being filled.

To all who are interested in Grace

Church this will be encouraging. But
there still remains much room for im-

provement. There are many places

yet to be filled. The Sunday School

is the nursery, and hope of the church.

The instructions and counsels of pious

parents are here confirmed, and made
stronger, and many who never hear

of the way of life in the home, are

here instructed therein.

How many earnest and devoted

Christians, have been made such

through the influence of the Sunday
School. As years roll by and those

who have been the pillars in churches,

are one by oii£ ^gathered above, the

Sunday School ushers young and vig-

orous Christians into the church to fill

the vacant places, of those who are

called away. Let us thank God for

this blessed institution, and with

united effort strive to enlarge our

§8Bfcr3 '.:ch"*'i,"iUla extern"!
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Th-

fluence.

There is a work here for every

teacher and scholar, many beautiful

flowers are still blooming in the desert.

They have never sent forth their

fragrance within the walls of the sanc-

tuary. They are waiting to be gather-

ed by loving attention and kind words.

There is no reason why, at the close

of this year our school should not num-
ber two hundred or more, if the right

effort is put forth. Let us not be afraid

of being too zealous in winning jewels

for the Master.

How can we secure a larger attend-

ance at our Sunday School '?

By inviting children and young

people to attend. Do not wait for

apportunities. . As you meet them on

the street, in the home, in places of

business, speak to them kindly; young

hearts are always ready to respond,

and your interest in them will secure

their interest in you. Thus you may
be able to win them for the Master.

An infant class teacher once re-

solved that she would speak to every

child with whom she came in contact,

and invite them into her class. The
result was that in a short time the

class of fifteen scholars, became the

class of one hundred little hearts.

What teacher does not long to do so

grand and glorious a work for the.

Lord ?

We should be persistent in our
efforts, never growing weary in well

doing. In one of our recent Sabbath
School lessons, we learned how four

nun came bearing the paralytic to the

Savior. If then it should require a
number of us to bring one soul into

kingdom, let that effort be made.
It may require four visits from a

teacher to bring back a negligent, and
indifferent scholar. It may require

four invitations to bring a young
friend into the Sunday School and
church.

It may require an extraordinary

effort, or a sacrifice to lead others to

the cross.

• Let us be willing to make sacrifices,

to offer prayers, and labor diligently

that Christ's kingdom may be ad-

vanced in our midst. The apostle

Paul has set us a good example, as re-

corded in acts 9 G asking the question

Lord, what wilt thon have me to do?

On January 15, at 4 p. m., at the

home of Mr. and Mrs. William Kirk-
huni. o n Spy Run avenue, their

daughter Jennie was united in mar-

riage to Perry Archer of this city.

The bride and groom were made the

recipients of a number of very hand-

some presents. The occasion was

altogether a very happy and pleas-

ant one. Our young friends have

taken rooms at 48 West Wayne
street.

On New Year's night one of our

families, Mr. and Mrs. Philip Keuhle,

of 129 Wells street, was bereaved of

their dear little babe Ursa, aged nine

months. This was a very promising

and sweet little child, and greatly be-

loved by the family and friends. But
she was not long for this world. The
sweet and fragrant little life only be-

gan to unfold, when the chilling frosts

came, and the flower withered and

faded away.

She is now a transplanted flower,

Blooming in Eden's bower.

In the afternoon of January 3,

after a brief service at the home, the

little form was borne to its final rest-

ing place in Lindenwood cemetery,

where it shall repose in peaceful slum-

bers, until resurrection morn. The
family has the sympathies and pray-

ers of the jiastor, and the entire

church.
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Our Church Parlors on East Washington St.,

between Barr and Lafayette streets.

SERVICES.
Sabbath morning, ----- 10:30

Sabath evening - - - - - - 7 :30

Sunday School. 9 30
Teachers' meeting Sabbath evening - - :30

Prayer meeting Wednesday evening - 7:30

Come, and welcome to these services.

A. K. Zabtman, Pastor.

Residence 70 West Jefferson street.

COSSISTORY.
Elders. Deacons.

J. DlCKEKSON, I
H. P. VODEKMAEK,

P. D. Paulus, G. W. Soliday,
P/. W. SOUDEB. J. E. LONERGAN,

BREVITIES.

Grace Church Visitor.

May its visits be full of cheer.

It would like to visit you once a

month.

The Ladies Society is preparing for

a fair, which they expect to hold, about

the 1st of March.

This issue of Grace Church Visitor

will number five hundred; sample cop-

ies will be mailed to the members of

Grace Church and our friends.

Rev. M. C. Sehaaf of Huntington

made the pastor's family several

pleasant calls recently. Rev. Sehaaf

has many warm friends in the city.

Mrs. Zartman's class in the Sunday

school, of young men and young

ladies is growing. We are glad to see

this class organized and doing so well.

The Ladies Sewing Circle meets

Thursday afternoon Feb., 7, at the

home of Mrs. Ersig, 129 Monroe

street. Why not all the ladies turn

out?

Mother Bolander has been confined

to the house for a number of weeks,

on account of sickness. She has the

sympathy and prayers of the whole

church. We hope she may soon re-

cover.

Read the advertisements on the

fourth page. The business firms

advertised there, are very kind to give

us their cards, and thus help us.

Favor them with your patronage, when

you need anything in their lines of

business, and thus reciprocate their

favors.

Ladies Missionary and Aid Society

of Grace Church was organized Sept-

ember 1, 1888, with seventeen

members. Its present membership is

forty. The Society has been do-

ing a good work. So far it has al-
to o

ready raised $125. The Society at its

monthly meeting Jan. 3, elected the

following officers : President. Mrs,

A. K. Zartman ; Vice President, Mrs.

F. D. Paulas ; Secretary, Miss Emma
Ersig ; Treasurer, Mrs. A. McClure.

All the ladies of Grace Church should

be in this Society. Friends of the

church and cause can also become

members, and are invited to do so.

The regular monthly meeting will be

held at the church Feb 7, at 7:30 p.

m. Come.

The pastor of Grace Church is for

the present supplying the Salem's Re-

formed Church, located some twelve

miles north of the city. The services

are held each alternate Monday eve-

ning. These people enjoy the preach-

ing of the word of God. The attend-

ance is always large and the outlook

for the Reformed Church in this com-

munity is very promising. Recently

the people of this church sent one of

their members to the city with a full

supply of grain for the pastor's horse.

They have the pastor's thanks. This

is one way in which people may show

their gratitude toward their pastor, and

their appreciation of the Gospel.

SEASON OF REIREsHING.

iEGINING with the week of

ju prayer Grace Church entered

JH^mtJ upon a series of special serv-

ices, continuing for three weeks.

During the first and seeond weeks the

weather was very unfavorable, and

many of the members of the church

failed to be in attendance upon these

meetings. During the third week of

services, the attendance was much
larger, and the interest was good.

Those who were in attendance upon
these meetings felt themselves greatly

benefited. A deeper work of grace

was wrought in their hearts, and they

received a new baptism of the Holy
Spirit. The church has been revived,

and the indications are that for some-

time to come this special work of

grace may continue, and that there

may be many more accessions to the

church. The pastor hopes to devote

several evenings of each week during

the month of February, to such special

meetings, which shall be intended to

build up the people in holiness, and

for the conversion of souls. During

these meetings there were a great

many requests made for prayer. Some
of those who were made the subjects

of special prayer, were happily con-

verted and gathered into the king-

dom. So far some nine souls have

been added to the church. Many

others are available. Let our prayers

continue. Let them be earnest and

in faith. The Lord will own this

work and bless it. Too many of the

Lord's people to-day are only follow-

ers and not workers. The Lord send

upon us the spirit of soul-saving.

THREE REFORMED CHURCHES IN FORT
WA YNE.

pP^HE St. John's Congregation

yQj on West Washington street,

AD which is the oldest, has a

membership of 661. Had fifty ac-

cessions during the past classical year.

Rev. Charles Sehaaf is the efficient

pastor of this church. Under his

charge the Congregation has been hav-

ing a steady and healthy growth.

During the past season the church

building was repaired at quite a cost.

They have a beautiful and commod-

ious place of worship.

The Salem Reformed Church has a

membership of 350. During the past

year twenty-eight souls were added

to this church. Rev. Charles F.

Kriete is the devoted pastor of this

congregation. Under his pastorate

this church has been ably managed,

and is in 3 crowing oondiiiou, TJ11'*.

congregation has been very devoted,

and earnest, and self-sacrificing in its

work for the Master. During the

past year $250 were contributed for

benevolence, and $1,140 for congre-

gational purposes. This congrega-

tion is to have soon, a pipe organ,

which will be purchased by the

Young People's Society.

The latest Reformed Church organ-

ized in the city is the Grace Church,

having their church parlors on East

Washington street, between Barr and

Lafayette streets. This congregation

was organized nearly six years ago,

has had a rapid growth and is in a

prosperous state. The present pastor-

ate began some eight months ago.

The work of this church is now again

fairly started. There have been a

number of accessions to this church

recently, and the outlook is indeed

promising. Its present membership

is about one hundred and seventy-

five. This congregation is for the

present occupying its church parlors,

where all the services are held, but it

hopes to erect its main building in the

near future. The total receipts of

this church during the past year

aggregate the amount of $1,516. Its

Sunday school is doing a good work.
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DEI GOODS
Cheap, go to the Bo itou Storo.

STEWART & HAHN.

DREIEB & BEO.,

DRUGGISTS,

Dealers in Surgical Instruments, Crutches, and
| |

Klectric Bat teries. Sole agents for King Tinted
Paint. Corner Calhoun and Columbia streets,
Port Wayne, Ind.

MOEGAN & BEACH,

Fort Wayne, Ind.,

Hove the largest Stock in the city of Builders'
Hardware, Steel Roofing. Doors, Sash, Blinds.
Wringing and Washing Machines. Churns of

a'l kinds, Screen Doors, Wire Nettings, etc.

BAEEOWS' GALLERY,

Best located, best appointed, Finest Photo-
graphs in the city.

ASTG2 and 01 Calhoun St. Fort Wayne, Ind.'®tt

FITCH, MEYER & CO.,

HATTERS AND GENTS FURNISHERS,

No 31 Calhoun Street.

TODERMAEK'S,
the Old and Reliable

BOOT AND SHOE DEALER,
Look for the big Red Boot, 32 Calhount St.

GUMPPER'S

GREAT KEYSTONE CASH GROCERY,

The best of everything: lower than anywhere.
Prompt delivery. No. 21j Calhoun St., Port
Wayne.

NEW FIRM. NEW GOODS.

RENNER, CRATSLEY & CO.,

(Successors to Keil & Bro.) jobbers of

BOOKS, STATIONERY, WALL PAPER
56 Calhoun Street, Fort Wayne, Ind.

M. L. FRANKENSTEIN,
Corner of Barr and Washington Streets,

PURE DRUGS, CHEMICALS,

And all Toilet Articles.

MERGENTHEIM'S BAZAAR,

Northwost corner of Calhoun and Main I,

Headquarters f >r

ALL KINDS OF MILLINERY GOODS.

Largest assortment at lowest prices.

LOUIS WOLF & CO.,

54 Calhoun si reel

.

DRY GOODS AND CARPETS,
Notions \m> Clo \ks,

CURTAIN GOODS.

FURNITURE,
CARPETS,

BABY CARRIAGES,
LAMPS.

FOSTER FURNITURE COMPANY.

ERASTUS SHUMAN,
—Headquarters for

—

NEW AND SECOND-HAND FURNITURE
And Stovks of All, Kinds.

Also Pawn Broker. NO. 71 East Maine.

MEYER BROS. & CO.,
Fort Wayne

|
St. Louis

|
Kansas City

|
Dallas

Agents for Sherwin, Williams Co.'s

it/ PURE COLORED PAINT=£»
After six years' experience with 1ho above Paint
we feel secure in the statement that it is the
Best, Cheapest, Most Durable and Universally
Most Satisfactory Paint we have ever handled.

J. W. YOUNGE, M. D.,

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON,

No. 79 East Washington Street.

C. C. GUMPER,

CONFECTIONER AND BAKER.

Ice Cream. Soda Water, Cakes, Pies, and Jellies
No. 238 Calhoun Street, Fort Wayne, Ind.

A. F. GESSLER,
—Dealer in

—

FRESH, SALT AND SMOKED MEATS
Home-made Sausages of all kinds.

CO East Main Street, Port Wayne, Indiana.

J. C. PELTIER,

UNDERTAKER AND ENBALMER,

Telephone 25. Office open day and night No.
17 West Wayne St.

W. D. HENDERSON,
—Dealer in—

HAY, STRAW, GRAIN A MILL FEED.

Telephone 111. No. GO East Columbia St.

SIEMON & BRO.,

BOOKSELLERS.

Wall Paper, Window Shades. School Books at
lowest prices. 50 Calhoun Street.

ROOT & COMPANY,

\\ hole lale and Retail Dealers in Foreign and

DRY GOODS, CARPETS, ETC.
!il and] 18 Calhoun and 15 W. Maine Sts.

P. E. COX,

PRACTICAL SANITARY PLUMBER,

29 West Maine St., Port Wayne, Ind.

SUMMIT CITY STEAM LAUNDRY
Under the new proprietor has been refitted with
the latest improved Laundry equipments,
and with the assistance of a first-class laun-
drymanis prepared to do first-class work for
its patrons. Comer W. Superior and Plumb
streets. Wagon will answer all calls. Tele-
phone 85.

M. F. KAAG,
Importer and Dealer in

CHINA, GLASS AND QUEENSWARE,
Lamps. Chandeliers, etc., No. 5 East Columbia

Street, Fort Wayne, Ind. Agent for Ohio
Stone-ware.

H. W. CARLES,

A full line of

FANCY GROCERIES.
Choice Teas and Coffee a specialty. 40 W. Berry

street.

M. L. ALBRECHT,
Manufacturer of

FINE CARRIAGES —
Corner of Barr and Main Streets.

WAGNER'S DRUG STORE,

H. G. Sommers, Prop.

Drugs, Chemicals, Paints, Oils, Varnishes.Glass,
Toilet Articles. Wholesale and retail Drugs.
No. 35 Calhoun street

DR. G. A. ROSS,

HOMCEPATHIC PHYSICIAN & SURGEON

81 Calhoun street, Fort Wayne, Ind. Office
hours, 7 to 8 a, in., 2 to 4 and 7 to 8 p. m. Tele-
phone 28.

F. D. PAULUS

Has removed his store to Nos. 53 and 55 East
Main street, where ho can be found with the
newest, best and most complete line of Farm
Implements in the City.

FOR FINE GROCERIES
and the best of Coffee Roasted the day you

get it, go to

PIKE'S GROCERY,

80 Calhoun street.


